
Two Days of Innovation and Collaboration   

On February 4 and 5, 2026, Urban Centre in Trieste, Italy will be the meeting point for participants 
from the business, research, tech-transfer and institutional sectors. The international Life Sciences 
Matching & Demo event focuses on how to further strengthen innovations in Italy and Austria - with a 
clear emphasis on networking, collaboration, and   innovation ecosystems. 

Keynotes, panel discussions, and bilateral meetings provide space for exchange and inspiration. 
Successful models from neighboring Regions and Countries will be highlighted, demonstrating how 
technology transfer, thematic focus, and early involvement of investors can lead to success. 
The discussions will focus on research-industry partnerships, entrepreneurial journey, opportunities in 
Italy and Austria and practice-oriented education as key success factors for the future of Life Sciences. 

Join the matchmaking sessions, with scheduled one-on-one meetings - an effective tool for initiating 
new collaborations and building international connections. 

We look forward to meeting you there! 
 

Organisers



DAY 1 | Wednesday 4 February 2026

12.00

13.00
13.20

13.20
14.00

14.00
14.05

REGISTRATION AND LIGHT LUNCH
 
Greetings from the organizers: Stefano De Monte, Serena Zacchigna, Giulio Pompilio
Greetings from the donor: Massimiliano Angelotti, Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia, 
Interreg Italy-Austria - FVG Coordination Unit

Panel 1 - From Ideas to Impact: How the Italian and Austrian Ecosystems Support Start-up 
Growth and Innovation
moderation by: Elena Benedetti
Stefano De Monte. Cluster FVG Life Sciences
Olga Zocco, ABA - Invest in Austria 
Gianluigi de Gennaro, PerfeTTO
Matthias Fill, NOI Tech Park
Michaela Malaskova, Health Hub Tyrol
Q&A

Chocolate, Opera, and Innovation: Vienna and the Life Sciences
Daniel Chladek, Vienna Business Agency 

Panel 2 - Innovating in Life Science: Insights, Obstacles, and Strategies for Success
moderation by: Matthias Fill
Alessandro Venturino, Co-founder and Head of Research, Syntropic Medical
Lavinia Alberi Auber, CEO VitalizeDx
Cristina Degrassi, fondatrice di MTTlab
Q&A

14.35
14.45

Talk - Public-private partnerships as key leverage point for healthcare and life sciences
Maddalena Costanzo, (PhD Biology) - Head of Regional Affairs & Field Market Access di 
AstraZeneca (remote)

14.45
15.03

Pitching Session 1-a (5’+1’ Q&A)

14.45

14.51

14.57

Paola BAGNOLI, IRCCS Ospedale Galeazzi - Sant’Ambrogio
ChondroNova: Innovation In Cartilage Regeneration

Federica CAVION, Institute For Biomedicine, EURAC Research
A Preclinical Cardiotoxicity Testing Service Based On Advanced Human Engineered Cardiac 
Tissue Models For Drug Development

Sonia ELICIO, Sestre
AI In Infertility Diagnosis

15.05
16.30

Matchmaking among startups, research groups and stakeholders                                                  
1:1 Bilateral Meeting
Session Day1 (on-site)            Coffee Break                                        

16.30 Pitching Session 1-b (5’ + 1’ Q&A)

16.30

16.36

Audrey FRANCESCHI BIAGIONI, SINDREL Startup Project
SINDREL Startup Project: A Smart Therapeutic Management Platform To Provide Relief For Patients 
Suffering From Drug-Resistant On Epilepsy

Laura Sophie FROMMELT, Eurac Research
A Human-Relevant Preclinical Experimental Pipeline For Cardiotoxicity Risk Assessment In Drug 
Discovery

Location: Urban Center of Trieste, Corso Camillo Benso Conte di Cavour, 2/2, Trieste, Italy
Programme



16.42

16.48

16.54

Lucia PANNESE, Imaginary Srl
REHABILITY: A De-Risked Entry Into The Multi-Billion Dollar Telerehabilitation Marke

Stefano PIOTTO, SoftMining Srl
SoftMining: Advanced Algorithms For Life Sciences

Rosaria SANTORO, Centro Cardiologico Monzino, IRCCS
ORGANoro: A Preclinical Platform For Cardiotoxicity, Cardiac Efficacy And Personalized Medicine

17.00
17.20

PROMOS Alliance
Keynote lecture - Successful Collaborations Between Industry and Academia: 
Inspiring Case Studies by Stefano De Monte and Dr. Lorenz Neuhäuser-Happe di Human.
technology Styria

17.20
18.00

Round Table - Enhancing Industry-Academia Collaboration: Strategies for 
Success. A discussion on how to improve collaboration between companies and 
academia” moderated by ICGEB

19.30 Dinner (for registered participants only)

DAY 2 | Thursday 5 February 2026

8.30
9.00

REGISTRATION

9.00
10.45

Pitching Session 2 (5’+1’ Q&A)

9.00

9.06

9.12

9.18

9.24

9.30

9.36

9.42

9.48

Gloria AKURUT, ICGEB
Solutions For Biorisk Management And Pathogen Accountability

Stefania BIFFI, Institute For Maternal And Child Health, IRCCS Burlo Garofolo 
Profiling Endometriotic Urinary EV RNome

Ivan BUTTIGNON, Fabio, TIBERIO, Human Technology Excellence - HTX
ASA Classifier: AI-Based Anesthesiologic Classification Of Patients According To ASA System

Andrea COLLIVA, ICGEB
One-Beat: An Integrable Platform For Engineered Heart Tissue

Stefania COLUZZI, Breath SB Srl 
Breath - Surfaces To Purify Air And Water

Luigina  DE LEO, IRCCS Buyrlo Garofolo
Low-Cost, Rapid Detection Of A Key Biomarker For Celiac Disease

Alessandro DE VITA, Giuliana VILLARI, Sara VIOLANI, IRCCS Istituto Romagnolo Per Lo Studio 
Dei Tumori “Dino Amadori” - IRST
LIPO-EPI-LOX Nanoparticles

Paolo MACOR, UniTs & CRO Aviano
AT101: a new anti-glypican1 antibody for the diagnosis and the treatment of pancreatic 
adenocarcinoma and other solid tumors

Fabrizio MANZINO, CyNexo
Innovative Tools For Neuroscience And Olfaction Applications



Associated 
partners

Project 
partners

10.04

10.10

10.16

10.22

10.28

Sergio OCCHIPINTI, NIB Biotec
A Breakthrough Urine-Based Diagnostic Test That Cuts Unnecessary Biopsies And Democratizes 
Access To Fair, Non‑Invasive Prostate Cancer Prevention And Monitoring

Sergio SANTORO, Unicorn Apulia Srl
Unicorn Apulia – USe

Sharad SAXENA, ICGEB
Next Generation LNPs For Precision Gene Editing In Cardiac And Pulmonary Cells

Eleonora VIANELLO, Aixelerate Sr
Aixelerate. Your Trusted AI To Accelerate Research

Ulrich WEIGELT, RobotDreams GmbH
Pioneering AI-Driven Medical Diagnostic By Decoding Blood Data. Unique And Patent Protected

10.45
10.55

Talk - Regulatory Challenges for Start-ups regarding MDR/IVDR – Turning Compliance into 
Competitive Advantage
Martin Schmid, en.co.tec Schmid KG

11.00
12.50

Matchmaking among startups, research groups and stakeholders
1:1 Bilateral Meeting Session Day2 (on-site) -  Coffee Break

12.50
13.00

Event wrap-up and goodbye lunch 


